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issues like counterterrorism, nuclear
nonproliferation and the global finan-
cial crisis.

Our efforts will not stop there. To-
gether, we will help spread the uni-
versal values of freedom, human rights,
and the rule of law. We will march to-
gether to take on global challenges—
from fighting poverty to tackling cli-
mate change and other environmental
issues.

Members of the House and the Sen-
ate,

Our journey since the Korean war has
been led by a specific mission to re-
spond to threats and provocations from
the north and to defend freedom and
peace on the Korean Peninsula.

Today, our alliance is called upon to
go beyond that—beyond just the de-
fense of freedom and peace. We are
called upon to step forward on a new
journey—a journey toward a Korea
that is at peace, that is happy, and
that is made whole.

Our economic partnership must also
aim higher and reach further into the
future.

President Obama has outlined the
Startup America Initiative. Together,
with my strategy for a creative econ-
omy, we can advance toward a common
goal—to help channel the innovative
ideas, the passion, and the drive of our
youths towards a brighter future.

Koreans and Americans are
partnering in new ways, whether at
world tours of Korean pop stars for
Hollywood films or at reconstruction
sites in the Middle East.

Together, we can envision a future
that is richer, that is safer, and that is
happier.

Our chorus of freedom and peace, of
future and hope, has not ceased to reso-
nate over the last 60 years and will not
cease to go on.

Thank you very much.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 11 o’clock and 15 minutes a.m.,
Her Excellency Park Geun-hye, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Korea, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The Members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

—————

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, (at 11 o’clock and 16
minutes a.m.) the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 12
o’clock and 1 minute p.m.

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
proceedings had during the recess be
printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 8, 2013.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 8, 2013 at 9:27 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1071.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

WORKING FAMILIES FLEXIBILITY
ACT

(Mrs. BLACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, as a
mother who has worked for many years
outside of the house raising our three
children, I know firsthand about the
challenges of trying to balance work
with family life. That is why I'm a
proud cosponsor of the Working Fami-
lies Flexibility Act, which would give
more time to workers, the freedom to
decide how to use their time. For some
people, this may mean taking a sick
child to the doctor or attending their
daughter’s ballet recital or caring for
an aging parent.

Currently, an outdated law prohibits
private sector employers from even of-
fering their employees the option to
choose paid time off as compensation
for overtime hours worked. The Work-
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ing Families Flexibility Act would put
an end to this arbitrary restriction.

By leveling the playing field and giv-
ing more employees the freedom to
control their overtime compensation,
this commonsense proposal will help
strengthen families and our workforce.

———
TRAVEL AND TOURISM

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this
week is the 30th annual National Trav-
el and Tourism Week. On Monday, I
met with travel and tourism leaders in
my State to discuss what we can do at
the Federal level of government to
strengthen this key sector of our econ-
omy.

According to the U.S. Travel Associa-
tion, travel and tourism generated $2
trillion in economic output in 2012. The
industry is also one of America’s larg-
est employers, supporting 14.6 million
jobs. And this is especially important
for my home State of Rhode Island,
where the travel and tourism sector
supports more than 40,000 jobs and gen-
erates $3.5 billion in spending. But we
need to do more to support the travel
industry, as well as the small business
community that depends on a thriving
tourism economy.

I am a cosponsor of the bipartisan
JOLT Act, a bill that would revise ex-
isting visa laws to support the Amer-
ican travel and tourism economy while
maintaining essential national secu-
rity protocols.

I look forward to working further
with my colleagues to highlight the
importance of our travel and tourism
economy in a way that will put men
and women back to work in Rhode Is-
land and across our country.

——

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENHAM. As chair of the Sub-
committee on Railroads, Pipelines and
Hazardous Materials, tomorrow the full
Transportation Committee will be tak-
ing up legislation which represents a
significant opportunity to create
American jobs and spur economic
growth in our country.

Quite simply, the Northern Route
Approval Act will end years of bureau-
cratic delays and finally allow con-
struction to the Keystone XL pipeline
project. The delay alone over the last 4
years has blocked 120,000 American
jobs. The delays have to stop. This has
bipartisan support. It is time to stop
the delays. In my home State of Cali-
fornia, we have not only seen huge sky-
rocketing gas prices, but we continue
to see high unemployment and rolling
blackouts.

I'm part of the House Energy Action
Team, and it is time to make sure that
we have energy independence, lower
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